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thousand refugees, entrapped once more by another shameful
practice, filled up the cup of his enormities, and even brought
down upon him the unwonted penalty of a state prosecution
on his return to Rome. Among the remnant of the unhappy
Lusitanians who escaped the bloody knife of Galba, was a man
whose name happily illuminates the darkest days of Republican
oppression and perfidy in the Peninsula ; no Roman, indeed, but
the most distinguished of the enemies of Rome, the first and
not the least remarkable of the great generals of Spain.

A Lusitanian shepherd, a fugitive from Roman treachery
(B.C. 150), Viriatus found himself suddenly raised to the com-
mand of a small army of men, most of them fugitives like
himself, in wild Estremadura. Well acquainted with the country,
and entirely trusted by his fellow-countrymen, he succeeded in
uniting the ever-divided tribes by his rare personal influence,
and he held the field for ten successive years against the best
generals that Republican Rome could send against him. A born
leader of men, he transformed himself from a shepherd into a
guerilla chieftain; from a guerilla chieftain into a commander
of armies. Learning in his irregular successes the great lessons
of war, Viriatus became not only a tactician, but a strategist;
not only a bold leader, but a consummate general. Seven times
in the open field he routed with his rustic soldiery the famed
legions of Rome. Rarely did he suffer defeat; never disaster.
And at length in 141, by a crowning masterpiece of strategy,
he succeeded in drawing the forces of Fabius Servilianus into a
defile in the mountains, near Erisarie in Lusitania, where he
held them as completely at his mercy as Von Moltke held the
French at Sedan, or the Samnites hemmed in Pontius at the
Caudine Forks. But instead of the general massacre which
Roman example invited, and which Lusitanian opinion would
scarcely have condemned, Viriatus offered his antagonist terms
of honourable capitulation, which were promptly accepted ; and
the Roman army was permitted to depart unharmed and un-
molested to Tarragona. The treaty under which the Lusitanians
remained in possession of their own territory, as the friends and
allies of the Roman people, was ratified by the Roman Senate.
But Roman avarice rather than Roman pride forbade so honour-
able a termination of the war; and treachery&accomplished
what valour had been unable to achieve. Enraged at the final
success of Viriatus, and at the loss of plunder which the peace
brought with it, a Roman general, the brother and successor of
the vanquished Servilianus, compassed the assassination of the